
Master of Education 
in Special Education
Full-Time Option

viu.ca/education

Faculty of Education

About Vancouver Island University
Vancouver Island University is a comprehensive post-
secondary institution located on beautiful Vancouver Island in 
British Columbia. VIU’s main campus is located in Nanaimo and 
there are regional campuses in Duncan and Powell River, and 
a campus centre in Parksville. More than 17,000 full-time and 
part-time students are enrolled in academic, applied, career/
technical, vocational, trades and developmental programs 
leading to certificates, diplomas and degrees.

For general program information please contact:
Education Office
Phone: 250.740.6221

For advising please contact:
Ana Vieira, Coordinator
Ana.Vieira@viu.ca

Vancouver Island University 
900 Fifth Street  |  Nanaimo, BC  V9R 5S5

Switchboard: 250.753.3245  |  Toll-free: 1.888.920.2221 
Financial Aid & Awards: 250.740.6423 
Registration Tel: 250.740.6400  |  Fax: 250.740.6479

The information contained in this guide is accurate at the time of printing.  
Vancouver Island University reserves the right to make such changes as necessary, 
including cancellation and adjustment of courses.

October 2016

COURSE CREDITS

YEAR 1

Fall Semester

MEDS 510  Foundations of Special Education 5

MEDS 520 Development and Exceptionality in 
Human Learning

5

MEDS 530 Critical Issues in Special Education
5

Spring Semester

MEDS 540 Teacher as Researcher  
in Special Education

5

MEDS 610  Individual Assessment & 
Intervention Planning

5

MEDS 620  Translating Special Education 
Research to Practice

5

YEAR 2

Fall Semester

MEDS 630 Field Inquiry 5

MEDS 640 Major Project 5

Total 40

Program Outline 
The program consists of eight courses (5 credits each). 
Courses in Year 1 are taken on Nanaimo Campus. 
Courses in Year 2 can be completed at a distance.



Program Context
The program is nested in four frames of reference:
Context for Development and Learning: Students consider the 
context for development and learning including characteristics 
of the individual with special needs; issues such as social context, 
cultural perspectives, poverty, and mental and social health; 
and implications of research. Informative Assessment: Students 
focus on the purposes, processes, and implications of assessment 
information. 
Responsive Teaching: Students demonstrate the ability to 
develop, implement, and evaluate an Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) in consultation with classroom teacher(s), parents, students, 
and district and community resource personnel for students with 
a variety of special needs. 
Re–imagining Special Education: Students think beyond 
current practices and examine critical issues in the field of Special 
Education that impact children with special needs and their 
families in order to re–imagine the field of Special Education.

Start Date and Application Deadline
The program starts in September and applications are 
accepted from early October to March 31. Depending on 
program availability, late applications may be considered.
To apply, visit: viu.ca/apply

Admission Requirements
Preferred applicants have:

 ∙ a Bachelor’s degree with a cumulative grade point 
average of “B” in the final two years

 ∙ two current, confidential letters of reference..
 ∙ a letter of intent explaining why the applicant wishes to 

pursue graduate work in this area.
 ∙ Two years of successful teaching experience is 

recommended [ a record of at least two years of 
successful teaching].

Additionally for international applicants whose undergraduate 
study is not in English: Clear identification of the candidate’s 
proficiency in written and conversational English, demonstrated 
by either of the following means: 

 ∙ Completion of VIU’s English Language Certificate 
Program, or, 

 ∙ A minimum TOEFL IBT 88 with no sections under 20, or 
IELTS 6.5 with no band under 6.0,  
or CAEL 70, or equivalent. 

Course Information

MEDS 510 (5) Foundations of Special Education
An introduction to the framework of special education 
including: historical and contemporary perspectives, issues 
related to teaching students with diverse needs, roles and 
responsibilities, provincial policies and procedures, and 
individual and environmental models of support.

MEDS 520 (5) Development and Exceptionality  
in Human Learning 
An in-depth examination of human development theories 
with a focus on atypical patterns and their implications for 
learning, assessment, and teaching practices. An ecological 
systems approach to holistic development is used.

MEDS 530 (5) Critical Issues in Special Education
An examination of the changing perspectives of special 
education in the evolving context of educational reform. 
The implications of policies and practices, organizational 
structures, and systemic issues on special populations are 
explored.

MEDS 540 (5) Teacher as Researcher in Special Education
The introduction of paradigms of educational inquiry, the 
framing of research questions, and research processes and 
methods for the purposes of critically interpreting special 
education research. A ‘teacher-researcher’ framework for action 
research initiates the development of a research proposal.

MEDS 610 (5) Individual Assessment &  
Intervention Planning
An overview of the principles of assessment, administration, 
and interpretation of Level B testing and planning for 
interventions.

MEDS 620 (5) Translating Special Education  
Research to Practice
An overview of evidence-based pedagogical and technological 
perspectives for teaching students with special needs.

MEDS 630 (5) Field Inquiry
Students will develop their major projects and portfolios in a 
workshop setting.

MEDS 640 (5) Major Project
Project activities require a multi-faceted body of evidence 
presented as an applied project and a complimentary portfolio 
that together demonstrate the attainment of program outcomes 
and direct future Special Education practices in a chosen area.

Program Overview
The Master of Education in Special Education embodies 
an innovative approach to the field of Special Education. 
Grounded in current research and evidence-based practices, 
our program challenges each educator to critically examine 
historical and contemporary Special Education policies and 
approaches to formulate a best practice specific to her/ 
his own context. Faculty bring their expert knowledge and 
extensive experiences to guide, support, and maximize 
student learning in each part of the program.

This cohort based model is designed for students wishing 
to study full-time on the VIU campus. All formal coursework 
is completed over two semesters in Year 1. The Field Inquiry 
and Major Project components are completed during the 
third semester with online support. Students may complete 
their Field Inquiry and Major Project components over two 
semesters which expands the program into a full two year 
option.


